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Folk singer Dan Berggren plays ‘Power from Above, a song he wrote after being inspired by the Barton Mines wind project, at his home April 10 in
Ballston Spa.The song is on both Berggren’s new album and a two-song CD that promotes awareness of the wind-power project.
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Musician inspired
by harnessing of

breezes for power
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Dan Berggren’s not sure if
music can inspire more than a
morning commute or a week-
end, clean-the-kitchen dance
marathon, but changing the

world through music isn't nec-
essarily what he’s after anyway.

He does hope, though, that a
song on his twelfth album,
“Fresh Territory,” will at least
stimulate the brain.

“I think my job, and the job
of a song, is not to convince
people one way or the other, but
to open something up — to get
people to think about it and
explore it,” said Berggren, a
Ballston Spa folk singer who
grew up in the Adirondack
Mountains.

The “it” he’s talking about is

wind energy, and the song from
his soon-to-be-released album,
is “Power from Above.”

The song, which calls on peo-
ple to embrace wind and
rethink oil, came to life after
Berggren read a book and took
a tour.

“The inspiration that brought
this song to the surface was
like a one-two punch of sun and
rain,” Berggren explained.
“The first punch came when I
had the chance to visit the pro-
posed site of the Barton Mines
wind project last spring.”

While standing there on the
back side of Gore Mountain,
gazing at the suggested site for
10 wind turbines, the 30-year
veteran of the folk music indus-
try was struck by great poten-
tial.

“] saw an industrial zone,
with a system of roads and utili-
ties,” Berggren said. “I saw an
opportunity for a small compa-
ny and a small community to
realize a cleaner, safer way to
produce electricity — to
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